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Dear Sir: 



This communication is in response to the Office Action dated September 24, 2003, 
requiring election/restriction of the above-referenced application to one of the following groups 
of claims: 



I. Claims 1-16 drawn to an ablation instrument; and 

II. Claims 17-19 drawn to a method of ablating tissue. 



Applicants elect the Group I claims (1-16). 
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Upon election of the Group I claims, the Examiner further requires election of one of the 
following "patentably distinct species" of the present invention: 

I. Fig. 4A; 

II. Fig. 4B; and 

III. Fig. 4C. 

Figures 4A-4C illustrate a cross-sectional view of three different embodiments of first 
and second members of an ablation device according to the present invention. All claims read on 
Figure 4C, and therefore Applicants elect the Group III species. Accordingly, no claims are 
withdrawn as being drawn to a non-elected species. 

The Examiner is encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney for Applicants if such 
communication is deemed to expedite prosecution of this application. 



Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP 
World Trade Center West 
155 Seaport Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02210 
Tel: (617)439-2550 
Fax: (617)310-9550 
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